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DOWAGIAC CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

Monday, January 13, 2020 

 

A regular meeting of the Dowagiac City Council was called to order by Mayor Don Lyons at 

7:00 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 

Present:  Mayor Pro-Tem Leon Laylin, Councilmember Patrick Bakeman, Councilmember 

Randy Gross, Councilmember Danielle Lucas, Councilmember Bob Schuur. 

Absent:  Councilmember James Dodd 

Staff:  City Manager Kevin Anderson, Asst. City Manager Natalie Dean 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

Mayor Pro-Tem Leone Laylin offered and moved the adoption of the minutes; seconded by 

Danielle Lucas 

COMMENTS FROM CITY COUNCIL 

 None 

QUESTIONS FROM AUDIENCE (NON-AGENDA) 

None 

COMMUNICATIONS 

1. Event Request for Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Walk, January 19, 2020, 2:30 p.m. 

2. Event Request for Ice Time Festival, February 1, 2020 

Councilmember Bob Schuur made a motion to approve both items at once.  Councilmember Bob 

Schuur offered and moved the adoption of the Event Requests; seconded by Randy Gross. 

PUBLIC HEARING 

1. A Public Hearing will be held for the purpose of receiving comments on the proposed 

“City of Dowagiac Park and Open Space Plan 2020 – 2025”.  City Manager, Kevin 

Anderson indicated that the plan meets the criteria needed. 

RESOLUTIONS -- 

Councilmember Patrick Bakeman offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 

seconded by Randy Gross. 



1. Resolution to approve the City of Dowagiac 2020-2025 Park & Open Space Plan. 

 

PARK AND OPEN SPACE PLAN 

Council of the City of Dowagiac, Cass County 

 

1. WHEREAS,  the City of Dowagiac has undertaken a planning process to 

determine the recreation and natural resource conservation needs and desires of its 

residents during a five-year period covering the years 2020 through 2025, and  

 

WHEREAS,  the City of Dowagiac began the process of developing a Park and 

Open Space Plan in accordance with the most recent guidelines developed by the 

Department of Natural Resources and made available to local communities, and  

 

WHEREAS,  residents of the City of Dowagiac were provided with a well-

advertised opportunity during the development of the draft plan to express opinions, 

ask questions, and discuss all aspects of the Park and Open Space Plan, and  

 

WHEREAS,  the public was given a well-advertised opportunity and reasonable 

accommodations to review the final draft plan for a period of at least 30 days for plan, 

and  

 

WHEREAS,  a final public hearing was held on January 13, 2020 at Dowagiac 

City Hall Council Chambers during a regularly scheduled public meeting to provide 

an opportunity for all residents of the planning area to express opinions, ask 

questions, and discuss all aspects of the City of Dowagiac Park and Open Space Plan, 

and  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Dowagiac has developed the plan as a guideline for 

improving recreation and enhancing natural resource conservation for the City of 

Dowagiac and all other residents of the planning area, and  

 

WHEREAS,  after the public hearing, the Dowagiac City Council voted to adopt 

said City of Dowagiac Park and Open Space Plan 2020 - 2025.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the Dowagiac City Council hereby adopts 

the City of Dowagiac Park and Open Space Plan 2020 - 2025.  

 

Yeas: 5  Nays: 0  Absent: 1 

 

I, Patty Patano, Dowagiac City Clerk, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true 

and original copy of a resolution adopted by the Dowagiac City Council at a Regular 

Meeting thereof held on the 13th day of January, 2020.  

 

 

________________________ 

Patty Patano, City Clerk 



RESOLUTION 2 

Councilman Patrick Bakeman offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 

seconded by Councilmember Randy Gross. 

Resolution to set a public hearing on February 10, 2020 at 7:00 pm for the purpose determining 

if 206 Ashland St, Tax #14-160-100-383-00 justified being declared blight/nuisance pursuant to 

Chapter 38 of the code of Ordinances of the City of Dowagiac.  

WHEREAS, the City Council has received and considered a report from the City’s Building 

Official relation to the following described property and premises within the City of Dowagiac, 

County of Cass, State of Michigan: 

  206 ASHLAND STREET 

  Tax #14-160-100-383-00 

Described as follows: DW 682 LOT 5 FORBES ADD CITY OF DOWAGIAC 

 

WHEREAS, it appears to the City Council that the condition of the property described above 

may constitute a nuisance as defined by Chapter 38; Article II, Sections 38-41, 28-42, 38-43 and 

38-45, justifying abatement by the City pursuant to the powers granted in Chapter 12 of the City 

Charter and procedures set forth in Chapter 38 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 

Dowagiac; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council believes it is warranted in conducting a public hearing and 

investigation pursuant to such provisions of Chapter 38 of said Code for the purpose of 

ascertaining and determining for itself whether such condition or conditions exist. 

 

NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Dowagiac will 

conduct a public hearing and investigation on February 10, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council 

Chambers, Dowagiac City Hall, 241 S. Front Street in Dowagiac, for the purposes and according 

to the procedures referred to above; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk is hereby directed to: 

 

1. Notify, by certified mail directed to the last known address, persons known to have an 

interest in the property described above and all property owners thereof according to the 

most recent City Assessor’s records, at least fifteen (15) days in advance of the date 

herein set for such hearing and investigation. 

 

2. Cause a notice to be published in the Dowagiac Daily News at least fifteen (15) days in 

advance of said hearing.  The notice herein required shall include time and place of said 

hearing and legal description and address of the property involved, and specify in what 

respects said property may constitute a nuisance within the meaning of Chapter 38, 

Sections 38-41, 28-42, 38-43 and 38-45. 

 

3. Provide for the recording of such hearings. 

 

ADOPTED 



RESOLUTION 3 

Resolution to set a public hearing on February 10, 2020 at 7:00 pm for the purpose determining 

if 411 Maple St, tax #14-160-100-656-00 justifies being declared blight/nuisance pursuant to 

Chapter 38 of the Code of Ordinances f the City of Dowagiac. 

Councilmember Patrick Bakeman offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 

seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Leon Laylin. 

WHEREAS, the City Council has received and considered a report from the City’s Building 

Official relation to the following described property and premises within the City of Dowagiac, 

County of Cass, State of Michigan: 

  411 MAPLE STREET 

  Tax #14-160-100-656-00 

Described as follows: DW 1270 LOT 31 HOYT & GARDNER’S ADD CITY 

OF DOWAGIAC 

 

WHEREAS, it appears to the City Council that the condition of the property described above 

may constitute a nuisance as defined by Chapter 38; Article II, Sections 38-41, 28-42, 38-43 and 

38-45, justifying abatement by the City pursuant to the powers granted in Chapter 12 of the City 

Charter and procedures set forth in Chapter 38 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 

Dowagiac; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council believes it is warranted in conducting a public hearing and 

investigation pursuant to such provisions of Chapter 38 of said Code for the purpose of 

ascertaining and determining for itself whether such condition or conditions exist. 

 

NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Dowagiac will 

conduct a public hearing and investigation on February 10, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council 

Chambers, Dowagiac City Hall, 241 S. Front Street in Dowagiac, for the purposes and according 

to the procedures referred to above; and, 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk is hereby directed to: 
 

1. Notify, by certified mail directed to the last known address, persons known to have an 

interest in the property described above and all property owners thereof according to the 

most recent City Assessor’s records, at least fifteen (15) days in advance of the date 

herein set for such hearing and investigation. 
 

2. Cause a notice to be published in the Dowagiac Daily News at least fifteen (15) days in 

advance of said hearing.  The notice herein required shall include time and place of said 

hearing and legal description and address of the property involved, and specify in what 

respects said property may constitute a nuisance within the meaning of Chapter 38, 

Sections 38-41, 28-42, 38-43 and 38-45. 
 

3. Provide for the recording of such hearings. 
 

 

ADOPTED 



RESOLUTION 4 

Councilmember Patrick Bakeman offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 

seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Leon Laylin. 

WHEREAS, Chapter 82, Section 82.24 (c) of the Dowagiac City Code, "UTILITIES”, provides 

that the City of Dowagiac is authorized to place as a lien on the premises to which 

electric, water and/or sewer service is provided for delinquent utilities for six (6) 

months or more; and,  

WHEREAS, delinquent utilities with such lien are charged on the next property tax bill for the 

premises; and,  

WHEREAS, there was an error in the Special Assessment Roll presented to City Council on 

October 14, 2019 and a Special Assessment was incorrectly authorized for 

delinquent utilities at 405 First Ave, Tax #14-160-100-602-00 in the amount of 

$1,095.83 because the property was sold by the county for back taxes and the 

notification to the city for was not received prior to assessments being filed. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by the affirmative vote 

of its City Council, does hereby authorize the removal of delinquent utilities at 405 

First Ave, Tax #14-160-100-602-00 in the amount of $1,095.83 and directs the City 

Administration to correct levy of said assessments against the property. 

ADOPTED 

 

I, Patty Patano, Dowagiac City Clerk, do hereby certify that the foregoing is s true and original 

copy of a resolution adopted by the Dowagiac City Council at a regular Meeting thereof held on 

the 13th day of January, 2020. 

 

RESOLUTION 5 

Couilmember Bob Schuur offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; seconded 

by Mayor Pro-Tem Leon Laylin.        

      

  BILLS   PAYROLL  TOTAL  

  $1,008,578.64  $195,779.13  $1,204,357.77  

Ayes:  5 

Nays:  0 

Absent:  1 

ADOPTED 



COMMENTS FROM CITY OFFICIALS –  

1. Councilmember Patrick Bakeman suggested that the City may want to make mention of 

Jeopardy winners Jennifer Quail and former winner Mary Alice Korth. 

2. Councilmember Danielle Lucas hoped for warm weather for the Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Walk on Monday. 

3. Councilmember Randy Gross commented on the great amount of information in the 

Parks report. 

4. Mayor Pro-Tem Leon Laylin commented on the fact that Schuur Park is looking good 

and shaping up nicely. He also recommended that councilmembers review the article in 

“The Review” the MML magazine, pages 40-41. He stated it provides a good 

understanding Opportunity Zones and reflects well on what the City has done. 

5. Councilmember Bob Schuur was thankful for comments on Schuur Park and appreciated 

the opportunity to serve the City Council. 

The Mayor and Kevin Anderson commented on the recent trip to Lansing re MSHDA funds.  

Dowagiac has been awarded funds for building a spec home which the City can then sell.  This is 

designed to help promote new builds in the City. 

 

ADJOURNED TO CLOSED SESSION  7:13 pm 

Mayor Pro-Tem Leon Laylin offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 

seconded by Councilmember Bob Schuur. 

WHEREAS, the Michigan Open Meetings Law, Public Act 267 of the Public Acts of 1976 as 

amended, provides that public bodies may meet in closed session for the purpose 

of discussing collective bargaining negotiations; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council desire to meet with the City Attorney and City 

Manager to discuss collective bargaining negotiation issues. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Dowagiac City Council will hereby adjourn 

to closed session to discuss collective bargaining issues. 

 

ADOPTED 

Patricia Patano, City Clerk 

Certified to be a true and correct copy 

 

_____________________________     ________________________ 

City Clerk, Dowagiac, MI        Date   


